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national 'general will' of the sovereign people. The revolution-
ary tradition was born anew: and the Fourth Republic, instead
of being in form a continuation of the Third, was to emerge
from a momentous, creative act of national will, exercised
through universal free suffrage.
The immediate effect of liberation was a period of violence
and of persecution of collaborators or alleged collaborators. In
April and May 1945 the first municipal elections were held:
and by October conditions had become settled enough, and
enough of the prisoners of war and deported workers had been
repatriated, for general elections to be held. Women were now}
by the electoral law, given the vote on equality- with men. The
elections were preceded by a referendum, in which the
electorate was asked to choose between electing a represent-
ative assembly which would be a continuation of the old
Chamber of Deputies, or a new Constituent Assembly. If the
latter, a draft Law concerning the Organization of the Public
Powers was printed on the back of the ballot-papers for ap-
proval.1 Nearly 18 million voters opted for a Constituent
Assembly elected according to this Law: so 96-4 per cent of
those who voted rejected the notion of reviving the Third
Republic. The Constituent Assembly, charged with the
drafting of a new Constitution within seven months, was
elected forthwith.
Its composition revealed the eclipse of the Right and the old
Centre, and an almost equal division of the majority between
the three Left-wing parties of the Communists, Socialists and
Catholic Democrats (Mouvement republican populaire, or M.R.P.).
They gained between 140 and 150 seats each, whereas the
Radicals won only 25 and the Republican groups only 70. On
13 November this new Assembly unanimously acclaimed
General de Gaulle Head of the Provisional Government, The
period of reconstruction and of return to constitutional
government had begun.
Immediately after the liberation the urgent need was to
reorganize shattered transport, food-supply agencies, fuel and
power resources and housing. France had not ceased to be a
1 For text of this law, see below, Appendix I (I).